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Earth Care Campaign  

2010 – 2014 
 

 

 

 

A Call for Action  
 

Life-Link Sweden 

& 

UNESCO Beirut Regional office 

& 

UNESCO Amman office  

 

invite schools and youth in the Arab region as well as other regions to engage in a 

World-Wide Schools  ESD Earth Care Campaign , start October 2010  

 

 

We invite schools to engage in Local Actions, and to Dialogue with other schools, 

based on the themes 

 

Culture of Care  
É 

Water for Life  
É 

Reduce-Reuse-Recycle (RRR)  

Life-Link 
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Preface * 
 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΣ wŜŘǳŎŜ-Reuse-Recycle (R-R-R) are considered 

part of the follow-up action and joint effort on the World Conference on ESD (Bonn 2009), the United Nations 

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) 2005-2014, and the UN Decade on Water for Life 

2005-2015. A Handbook of Supporting Materials for the use of the three Guidelines has been prepared to 

develop the teaching and learning process in schools worldwide. 

The UNESCO ASPnet (initiated in 1953) is a demonstration of how the UNESCO Associated Schools Project 

Network has contributed towards promoting care and peace values by asking schools, students and teachers to 

look beyond the boundaries of the school environment. UNESCO and Life Link are cooperating with the 

National Commissions for UNESCO and Ministries of Education to implement flagship projects in the Arab 

region, as well as in other regions. 

The Life-Link Friendship-Schools (NGO) Programme (initiated in 1987) is an education programme to promote 

the ethics of Care for Myself ς Care for Others ς Care for Nature. Each individual has a responsibility to behave 

constructively towards Myself ς towards Others ς towards Nature. The Life-Link programmes offers care, 

peace, and environmental education lectures and actions for students age 12-19 at schools worldwide, and are 

recognized by UNESCO as a Good Practice of ESD Programme.  

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭines on Culture of Care, Water for Life, Reduce-Reuse-Recycle (R-R-R), and the Handbook 

Supporting Materials for the Guidelines will benefit an extended Water and ESD Campaign (2010-2014) at 

schools in the Arab region and worldwide. This is a practical example and follow-up action on ESD Bonn 

Declaration 2009Υ ά²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ - is important to strengthen and extend the 

ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦b 59{5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ άΦ 

                           Dr. Abdel Monem Osman    Dr. Hans Levander 

                          Director, UNESCO Regional Bureau                                Chairman, Life-Link Friendship-Schools 

                 for Education in the Arab States-Beirut                                   Programme, Uppsala, Sweden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*)  This Preface initiates each of the three Teachers Guidelines that support the actions/courses Culture of Care, Water for Life, RRR. 
These three actions, each one with duration of 10-15 hours, constitute the core activities within the Earth Care Campaign 2010-
2014. 
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1. Introduction  
The Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014 is a 5-years unique program introduced to inspire youth and educators 

at schools in the Arab region and schools world-wide to adopt and to promote a life-style in harmony with 

tƭŀƴŜǘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ The Campaign recognizes the imminent threat that human 

life-style and consuming patterns constitute to the Earths biology processes, Flora and Fauna. 

The Campaign is based on assessed results from a pilot project performed 2007-2008 at 50 schools in 9 

Arab countries together with 50 schools in 10 other countries all continents. Evaluation of the quantitative 

and qualitative results from the pilot study includes the following conclusions:  It is achievable to produce 

an internationally valid curriculum for schools on the themes Culture of Care and Water for Life. It is also 

achievable to assess among students and teachers a learning impact from the two performed actions. 

Furthermore, the pilot showed that there is a measurable impact on studentsΩ awareness, knowledge, 

attitudes and behaviour in relation to Culture of Care and Water for Life.  

The pilot project was selected by a UNESCO ESD expert panel as one of 25 ESD (Education for Sustainable 

Development 2005-2014) Good Practice projects world-wide,  exhibited at the Bonn Decade - ESD midterm 

world-conference 2009, Annex A (IV).   

Petra conference recommendation: The Life-Link program is recommended by UNESCO Associated Schools 
national coordinators from UNESCO National Commissions in 13 Arab countries. 
άWe, delegates at this concluding Life-Link & UNESCO ASPnet Culture of Care and Water for Life conference 
strongly recommend that an extended 3-4 years second pilot project, with refined methodology, should be 
performed at defined schools within the Arab region, paralleled with defined schools worldwideΦέ 
Part of a common statement at the concluding conference in Petra Jordan June 2008. 

Signed by UNESCO representatives from Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, 

Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, UNRWA, as well as  ASPnet representatives from UNESCO 

Headquarters  Paris and Amman and Life-Link delegates from Sweden, Annex A (I). 

A regional Arab Region UNESCO Associated Schools coordinator meeting at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris 

December 2009 reiterated the recommendation for an extended schools´ campaign 2010-2014 based on 

the actions Culture of Care, Water for Life and RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle. 

The Life-Link action Water for Life with Water at School and Water at Home studies qualifies the Life-Link 
program for the ongoing United Nations declared Decade on Water for Life (2005-2015). 

The Campaign builds on common shared ethics and a value-base of Care ; that I can make a difference,  I 
can engage in problem solving and join with partners in constructive collaboration.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ άŜŀŎƘέ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

at and around his/her school.  Actions that relate to my life-style and behaviour as explained through the 

ethics of     Care for the Self - Care for the Other ς Care for Nature. 

n    Earth Care Campaign 2010 -2014 is in harmony with United Nations 

decades and millennium goals  
The Campaign supports the United Nations / UNESCO declared  

Á Decade on Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014 (D-ESD)  

Á Decade on Water for Life 2005-2015 

Á UN Millenium Development Goals, MDG 
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n   The Campaign has some unique characters:  
Á The Campaign focuses on three concrete 15 hours actions / courses: Culture of Care, Water for Life and 

RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle. The actions will be undertaken annually at one or two appointed grades 
within each participating schools.  Thus, during the years 2010-2014 five years of students will be 
engaged with the actions. 

Á We have in our hands an outlined assessed program with evaluated Teachers Guidelines for the three 
concrete actions that constitute the pedagogic base of the campaign. 

Á Time framed dialogue between participating schools will be promoted, with exchange of the classes 
action results.  

Á For the first time in history will international and national school-networks and school-programs now 
come together in order to join capacities for the benefit of our Planeǘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
condition. (Annex A, Uppsala Workshop May 2010) 

n   Outcome  
The Campaign has the potential to reach out to thousands of schools in most of United Nations affiliated 
countries. 

Youth, teachers and schools can advance their educating roles and responsibilities within their societies and 
communities. Monitoring the number of performed schools & society interactive actions will indicate such 
a role. 

The Campaign can make a difference through a process moving from a Culture of Violence to a Culture of 
Care. Assessment forms for students as well as teachers will monitor such a process. 

The pilot project at 50 schools in 9 Arab countries plus 50 schools in 10 countries worldwide indicates that 
the actions Water for Life and Culture of Care have a positive impact on students Awareness Ą Knowledge 
Ą Attitudes Ą Motivation Ą Behaviour with rŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭƛƴŜǎǎέ ǘƻ aȅǎŜƭŦΣ hǘƘŜǊǎΣ 
Nature.  

Internationally recognized School-networks and School-programs are invited to campaign together for the 
benefit of Planet Earth. School-networks joining this Campaign at start or step by step, will for sure be 
recognized during annual evaluations and reports. 

n   Aims  

Á To promote, at the level of each individual youth, a dynamic process of Awareness Ą Knowledge Ą 
Attitude Ą Motivation  Ą Behaviour as concerns a life-style with constructive relation to life 
conditions on Planet Earth, to Flora and Fauna within ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ-wƻƻƳέΦ 

Á To engage and inspire Students ς Teachers ς Parents ς Community to undertake coordinated concrete 
local actions and studies, at and around their schools, supported by Teachers & Students Guidelines on 
Water for Life,  Culture of Care and  RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle.  

Á To involve and engage youth at schools in an assessed and evaluated campaign 2010-2014 

Á To harmonize this campaign 2010 ς 2014 with the United Nations/UNESCO ongoing Decades on Water 
for Life and Education for Sustainable Development. 
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2. Facts about the Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014 
 

n   Where  

At and around schools world-wide, ǘƘǳǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
community. 

Equivalent to schools are Youth clubs and Sport Clubs with an education embracing the value-base and the  
ethics of  Care for Myself ς Care for Others ς Care for Nature. 

Schools within internationally established school-networks, such as the UNESCO  Associated Schools Project 
and the Life-Link associated schools, will take the lead for this Campaign. Other school-networks and 
programs are most welcome to join in order to achieve synergy and momentum. 

 

n   How 

The Campaign builds on three teaching and learning actions, 15-hours courses, each action supported by a 
Teachers Guidelines:  

< Water for Life,  

< Culture of Care,  

< RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle   

The school principal or steering board appoints one or two grades, students preferably age 13-17, and then 
Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
study year, they should stay at the school for another year or more in order to positively influence on their 
peers with their actions experiences. 

 

n   Who 

Á Youth, preferable teenagers age around 13-17. 

Á Educators / Teachers in participating classes. These teachers support at class-level the proposed 
three activities / actions to be performed preferably as part of the schoolΩǎ  curriculum.  

Á Each participating school appoints a Campaign coordinator (teacher, administration staff person, any 
qualified person connected to the school and with an interest to promote the campaign actions). 

Á Parents, community experts and media participation will bring the actions message to a wider 
audience.  

 

n   When  

Á 2010 ς 2014 Introduction and consolidation of the three proposed Campaign actions / courses. 

Á 2015 and beyond: The Campaign actions could be sustained ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀǘ 
preferred grades. 
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n   Campaign phasing  and focus  

1. Phase 1, 2010-2011, Project focus: Quality 
 We will focus our efforts to trim the program in several aspects such as website/s, pedagogical 

material, dialogue mechanisms, training programs etc.  

2. Phase 2, 2012-2013. Project focus: Expansion 
 Having trimmed and optimised the program in 2010-2011, the project will be ready for a broader 

schools registration in 2012. The program will this year welcome a significantly increased number of 
schools per country. Essential goal early in this phase will be to ensure full support from the school 
boards in order to perform training of the school coordinators and teachers. 

3. Phase 3, 2014. Project focus: Consolidation-Sustainability 
 During the final year of the campaign the main objective is Consolidation, to stabilize the program on 

the higher level with regard to quality, quantity and efficiency and to ensure the actions sustainability 
within schools curriculums beyond 2015.  

n   Monitoring and Evaluation. Annual Schools and Campaign Conferences  

Participating boys and girls, educators and their schools, will be inspired by a possibility to gather at 
regional or international meetings in order to share experiences and results. 

Life-Link has since its start 1987 performed 15 international conferences resulting in students and 
teachers empowerment as well as feed-back to the Life-Link program. The international pilot project 
conference and recommendation  in Petra, Jordan 2008 was a good example of an encouragement to 
engage in an  international program, and the Campaign 2010-2014. 

Annual youth and teachersΩ conference for evaluation and feed-back.  
Schools, institutes and UNESCO office in Amman Jordan are interested to host and plan for an annual 
Campaign conference, where 25 - 30 schools world-wide could apply for participation.  Each school could 
appoint two students plus one teacher for a 5 days conference that will bring feed-back to the Campaign. 

Possibilities for regional Campaign conferences should also be considered, depending on funding locally.  

Coordination workshop 
Life-Link office and Dag Hammarskjold Foundation in Uppsala Sweden consider hosting an annual smaller 
coordination workshop. The first Uppsala Workshop was performed in May 2010. (Annex A) 
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n   Coordination Roles and R esponsibilities  

Three partners will share coordination roles and responsibilities as well as fundraising program. 

UNESCO Beirut Regional Office  (Programme contents  ς ά²Ƙŀǘέύ 

Within its role as the regional bureau for education in the Arab region, the Beirut office is responsible for 

the educational material on ESD όƛΦŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪǎύ ǘƻ ōŜ used by the schools and 

teachers in the Arab region. This includes responsibility for translation of the Life-Link material and other 

UNESCO/Life-Link co-developed material, into Arabic language as well as printing and distribution to 

schools. Furthermore, ongoing assessments and final evaluation of the results of the performed actions at 

schools in the Arab states will be conducted by the Beirut office in cooperation with Life-Link.   

UNESCO Amman office  (Project regional outreach ς άIƻǿέύ 

Given its role to act as the coordinating office of the UNESCO Associated Schools Network, ASPnet in the 

Arab region, the Amman office will coordinate the contacts with ASPnet national coordinators, promote 

and to keep track of the number of ASPnet schools engaged in this recently declared regional UNESCO 

άŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ.  

Amman is also viewed as a suitable location for annual campaign conferences with teachers and students 

representing participating schools in the region.  ASPnet national coordinator workshops are likely to be 

held in conjunction with students and teachers gatherings.  UNESCO Amman office will also carry the 

responsibility for relevant financing planning for the Nat-com ASPnet coordinators annual gathering 

during the period 2011-2014. 

Life-Link International Office, Upp sala  (Campaign basic program ς άMentorέ) 

Life-Link is responsible for managing and coordinating the Earth Care Campaign on global level. 

Life-Link is ultimately responsible for development of pedagogical material built on the Life-Link Care 

ethics and on assessed results from the Pilot project 2007-2008. However, in developing and introducing 

new educational campaign material for use in the Arab region, Life-Link and the Beirut office are working 

in close partnership.  

Life-Link will host smaller workshops and trainings, in Sweden or regionally, such as; a) Master Teacher 

Trainings, b) Campaign coordinator training courses. c) Quality trainings, specifically targeting teachers 

and students who want to explore the campaign actions, Water for Life and R-R-R , more in depth.  

n   Financing  
Each school finances its own actions, either within the curriculum or with local fund-raising for 
extracurricular activities. Fundraising and project management guidelines are available in the Life-Link 
basic program manual, final pages. 

Life-Link Friendship-Schools Association, as an NGO (Non Government Organisation) charges no 
compulsory fees from the schools, and will offer online (www.life-link.org) service with Teachers 
Guidelines and registration information (tutorials). 

Life-Link board members and staff, working on a nonprofit and mainly voluntary base, welcome any 
financial contribution as well as connection to potential funds and donors, given their Earth friendly 
ethics. 

 

 

http://www.life-link.org/
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3. Programme – Educational Material and 

implementation 
   

n   Three Actions  annually at each of thousands of participating schools   

Three actions Culture of Care and Water for Life and RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle, each action comprises 3 

lessons plus 2 students field-studies.  

Each action will be performed during a 4 weeks period preferably coordinated as follows (with respect 

and adaptation to schools varying terms at different continents!) 

 Culture of Care preferably in October ς November (could include UN Peace Day 21 September and 

the UN άōƛǊǘƘŘayέ 24 October).  

Contents include: Concepts of Power and Violence, Moving from Awareness to change in Behaviour, 

the ethics of Care: Care for Myself ς Care for Others ς Care for Nature.  

 Water for Life preferably in March ς April including the World Water Day 22 March.  

Contents include: Water basics and resources, Watershed identity, Water at Home study, Water at 

School study, Community Water management. 

 RRR Reuse-Reduce-Recycle preferably in May ς June  (around Earth Day 5 June).  

Contents includeΥ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ {ǘŜǇΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǿŀǎǘŜέ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέΣ 

/ƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΣ wŜǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ άŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέΦ 

 

 

                      Culture of Care 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            Water for Life 

 

 

 

 

n  Synergy  

The Earth Care Campaign should be complementary and act ƛƴ ǎȅƴŜǊƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

curriculum.  
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n  Local Actions   

The scheduled courses include Actions/Lessons/Studies to be performed locally in classroom, anywhere at 

the school area, around the school and with preference also interactive within the nearby community 

areas, parks, rivers, institutes, business or enterprises. 

 

n   Teaching Material  

Each of the three Actions is supported by a teaching module, i.ŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ in English 

as well as classic Arabic language and published together into one booklet.   

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ for flexibility, i.e. to be sufficiently detailed in order to guide an 

inexperienced teacher. However, also to provide the experienced teacher with a framework and inspiration 

to further explore ESD actions together with his/hers students. 

 

 

 

 

 

The material is also made            

available by the UNESCO Beirut 

office on a CD. 

                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n   Simple  to perform  
The campaign actions will require limited time and efforts from the schools educational resources. The 

campaign is designed to reach out to most schools irrespective of material standards, and also to institutes 

with pedagogic programs equivalent to schools such as high quality youth clubs. Even though each course is 

limited to 3 lessons plus 2 self-studies undertaken during 3-4 weeks time, the assessed pilot project 2007-

2008 gave clear evidence for influencing students, teachers, parents and communities in a positive manner. 
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n   Learning by Doing  
The short courses as outlined in specific Teachers Guidelines combine theory with concrete activities such 

as students field-studies at school, at home and in nearby society.  

n   Flexible  pedagogical Teacherõs Guidelines 

Even though a campaign performed at many schools worldwide demands timing and common basic 

structure in order to be assessed at high quality, the campaign actions are open for certain flexibility and 

even some innovative initiatives! Students should feel that they can add activities and that they can explore 

the topics further, supported and inspired by teachers and community institutes and experts. 

n   School grade  

The actions should be performed annually 2010  - 2014 at all classes within one or two school grades, 7th or 

8th or 9th or 10th grade, that reflects students age preferably 13 to 17.   

Example: During a school-year, all classes within grade 8 perform the Culture of Care action in October, and 

then the Water for Life action next March. All classes in grade 9 perform the RRR-Reduce-Reuse-Recycle 

action in May. 

This campaign structure will be the same each school-year for the campaign period up till 2015. A total of 

five years of students will then take part in the campaign three actions. 

Each school decides which grades to include, preferably not students in the final school grade;   

n   Expected outcome  

άL ŀƳ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ς aȅ 9{5  ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ 

Each individual should gain from this program and campaign a maturation process that includes: 

AwarenessĄ Knowledge Ą AttitudesĄ Motivation for change Ą Constructive Behaviour 

 

My Responsibility 

Human Responsibility, individually as well as collectively, is a prerequisite for Sustainable Development. 

Taking responsibility for my behaviour in relation to other people is also a prerequisite for the 

implementation of Human Rights. 

 

Global awareness 

1. The theory discussions within each local action stretch out beyond national and regional boundaries to 

include Global dimensions.  

2. Each class will also be offered a crossborder Dialogue-Schools opportunity: Within the actions Water 

for Life and RRR each class will exchange its experiences with a minimum of two classes at other 

schools preferably one in a nearby country, and a the other school in a distant country or continent. 

The Teachers Guidelines inform on how to perform such a Dialogue-Schools interaction for the benefit 

of intercultural learning and experience. 

 



                         UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in the Arab states – Beirut, Lebanon Page 12 

UNESCO Office – Amman, Jordan 

Life-Link International Office – Uppsala, Sweden 

Community involvement 

An efficient ESD multiplying and spreading effect will be obtained when parents, community experts and 

officials, media are involved. 

n   Care  x 3 Ethics 

The Life-Link ethics of individuals exercising Care for Myself όIŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ άƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŜŀŎŜέύ ς Care for Others 

(Constructive collaboration and Conflict resolution) ς Care for Nature (Natural resources and Sustainability) 

builds on an internationally performed survey at schools world-wide 1998-99. 

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мрлл ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ άǇŜŀŎŜκŎŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜ-Link from 179 schools in 55 countries. 

During an international Life-Link conference in 1999, these proposed lessons were  grouped and edited into 

the interdependent themes Care for Myself ς Care for Others ς Care for Nature, resulting in a total of more 

than 50 optional lessons that now constitute the άbasicέ Life-Link program.  

n   Sustainability  within schoolõs curriculum 

How will this campaign on Sustainable Development be sustained at schools and educational institutes? 

The Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014  has a potential to be included  ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

curriculum, as well as to reach national recommendations for informal education at Youth clubs, Sport 

clubs etc. 

There are already positive signals from individual schools and from educational departments that the 

performed courses should be included in schools and national curriculum. 

 n   Project Management  

Any successful action or lesson builds on proper planning. Within the Life-[ƛƴƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ 

in 1999, students are encouraged to be part of the planning for their performed actions. We strongly 

recommend teachers to involve the students in the planning of Water for Life, Culture of Care, and RRR-

ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ άFailing to Plan, is Planning to Failέ όŀ [ƛŦŜ-Link slogan). Practical guidelines on Project Management 

can be found on www.life-link.org (resources) in the Life-Link basic manual final chapter. 

n   Results and Quality  

This campaign is designed for monitoring of results, quantity as well as quality.  

n   Language  and Cross -curricular teamwork  

The campaign basic language is English. For certain regions/countries the Teachers Guidelines will be 

translated according to local resources. On the other hand the campaign can bring and additional benefit 

from language training by including the English teachers into the activities. Education for Sustainable 

Development has a cross-curricular character, and can preferably invite teachers of different specialties 

such as Social and Natural sciences as well as Vocational trainings. 

 

http://www.life-link.org/
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n   Website and What to do Next - News  

www.life-link.org will at the start have a link to the Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014 website. 

The Campaign website will regularly present a checklist on how to get started and how to continue for the 

nearest months to come:  

WHAT TO DO NEXT ς NEWS / Month & Year. 

 

http://www.life-link.org/
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4. ANNEX A     
 

I. Petra Declaration, June 2008 
Statement at the concluding conference in Petra, Jordan 3-6 June 2008.                                      

Life-Link & UNESCO ASPnet Pilot Study at 50 + 50 schools on the themes  Culture of Care & Water for Life 2007-2008.                                                                               

We, delegates at this concluding Life-Link &UNESCO ASPnet Culture 

of Care & Water for Life conference, strongly recommend that an 

extended 3-4 years second pilot project, with refined methodology, 

should be performed at defined schools within the Arab region, 

paralleled with defined schools worldwide. 

An extended pilot project should be based on the UNESCO values. 

In the framework of Education For All promoting quality education, 

such a project is also promoting the Decades Culture for Peace, 

Education for Sustainable Development, Water for Life, as well the 

UN Millennium Development Goals and the Life-Link Friendship-

Schools Programme proposed Care Actions. 

Á Countries represented at this conference    Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Morocco, Oman, 

Qatar, Sudan, Yemen, Argentina, Australia, Germany, Romania, Russia, Syria, Sweden 

Á Countries with schools taking part in the pilot project Culture of  Care & Water for Life 2007-2008       Egypt, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Oman, Qatar, Sudan, Yemen, Argentina, Australia, Chile, Germany, Ghana, India, 

Iran, Romania, Russia, Sweden 

 

II. Regional Guiding Framework of Education for Sustainable Development in the Arab Region, 

June 2008.  
A 59 pages document (Arabic & English) explaining the UN DESD objectives. Most of the Arab countries have been involved in the 

preparation of this document.  

UNESCO Offices in the Arab Region are coordinating their efforts with those of UNESCO National Commissions and Ministries of 

Education and Higher Education, Labor, Agriculture, Water and Environment, as well as with governmental institutions and civil 

society institutions. 

The vision of ESD in the Arab region can be summarized as follows: Arrange for individuals and communities to benefit from 

educational and training opportunities, which focus on knowledge, values and sustainable development behavior. 

Among Objectives: Highlight the major role played by educational and learning programmes. Provide and enhance a consolidated 

ǾƛǎƛƻƴΧǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎκƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΦ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 

 

III.  Memorandum of Understanding Life-Link & UNESCO, October 2008 
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed October 2008 by Dr Anjum Haque, Head of UNESCO Amman Office Jordan and Dr Hans 

Levander, Chairperson Life-Link Friendship-Schools Association Sweden. 

In Introduction: This Memorandum of Understanding seeks to promote mutual friendship and cooperation by stimulation and 

supporting educational and intercultural activities and projects between experts, educators, students and affiliates from the LIFE-LINK 

hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴstitutions and stakeholders in the Middle-East. 

Among Areas of Interest: 

a. Developing pilot regional flagship projects in various themes such as water education, peace education, education for sustainable 

development and cultural education. 

b. Teacher and Coordinator Training 

ƎΦ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ¦b 5ŜŎŀŘŜǎ Χ 

h. A Euro-Arab Dialogue dimension will be considered. 

In Activities and Cooperation: c. UNESCO requirements for exchange of participants in programs, including those for students or 

teachers, are set on a program by program basis and shall be determined jointly by the LIFE-LINK, UNESCO Amman Office, and ASPnet 

Unit at UNESCO Headquarters. 
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IV. Bonn Declaration, DESD Millennium World Conference, April 2009 
We, the participants gathered at the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development in Bonn 

Germany on 31 March to 2 April 2009 issue the following statement and call for action!  

A 5 pages statement in 19 points stressing the importance of education and urgent actions.  

Some quotations:   

Á [ƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ΧŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀǊƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ΦΦ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ 

our potential to make use of all opportunities for improving action and 

change. (point 2) 

Á LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ΧΦ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ-ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ Χ όǇ оύ 

Á ESD helps societies to address different priorities and issues inter alia:  

ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ΧΧ όǇ тύ 

Á 9{5 ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ΧΦΦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΧΧŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ŎŀǊŜ ΧΦ όǇ уύ 

Á We know how to begin re-orienting education systems to emphasize 

life-long learning.   (p 12) 

Á We now need to put this knowledge into action. This is especially important to strengthen and extend the outcomes of the 

UN DESD in the next five years but also to ensure longer term implementation of ESD. (p 14) 

Á ! Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Υ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ 9{5ΧŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Χ wŜƻǊƛŜƴǘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ Χ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 9{5 ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ Χ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ 

civil societyΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ Χ 9{5 ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ΧΦΦ 

(p 15) 

 

V. Uppsala Declaration, May 2010 
REACTION and ACTION NOW - an EARTH CARE CAMPAIGN 2010-2014  
Conscious of the imminent threats to our planet caused by unsustainable production and consumption patterns that compromise the 
options of current and future generations and the sustainability of life on earth, 29 delegates representing 12 international and 
national networks of schools have met for a workshop in Uppsala, Sweden, initiated by the Life-Link Friendship-Schools Programme 
and hosted by the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation. 

The workshop was also a response to the Call for Action expressed within the 2009 Bonn Declaration, formulated at the World 
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development. 

The workshop, for the first time ever, brings together networks of schools to promote actions world-wide. 

In view of the urgent need for initiating concrete programmes aimed at education that empowers people to acquire values, 
knowledge, skills and competencies for sustainable living, the Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014 for the first time ever brings three 
concrete actions to schools worldwide: 

< Water for Life              

< Culture of Care           

< RRR Reduce-Reuse-Recycle  

 
The Uppsala Workshop 2010 delegates invite any network of schools or 
any individual school that complies with the ethics of ESD and Water for 
Life Decades to join.  
For details of the workshop, campaign and actions, as well as updated 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
www.life-link.org or contact the Life-Link office in Uppsala.  
Uppsala, Sweden, 5-7 May 2010 (Drafting committee: Mr Bernard 

Combes UNESCO Paris ESD office, Mr Hans Levander Med Dr Life-Link 

Sweden, Mr Volker Hörold ASPnet national coordinator Germany,  Mr 

Peter Twachtman  Life-Link advisor UK.) 
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5. Website and What to do Next - News  

www.life-link.org will at the start have a link to the Earth Care Campaign 2010-2014 website. 

The Campaign website will regularly present a checklist on how to get started and how to continue for the 

nearest months to come:  

WHAT TO DO NEXT ς NEWS / Month & Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We whish you a warm welcome onboard on this Earth Care Campaign 

2010-2014, a voyage of learning and discovery with the purpose to inspire 

and engage our next generation in living a caring life in harmony with  

Mother Earth. 

 

http://www.life-link.org/

